
My Story Problem Helper – Questions To Ask 
Does a change (action) happen? 

 

 

  YES!          NO! 

 

 

Is it change plus or change minus?              Am I comparing two things? 

                            (fewer, more, taller, shorter, etc.) 

                         

 

 

Change Plus      Change Minus       YES!         NO! 

(give, make,        (take, eat, throw 

buy, get, etc.)           away, leave, etc.)        Comparison      Collection 

 

What am I trying        What am I trying           Am I putting  2 

to find/solve for?       to find/solve for?          things together  

                to find a total? 

What do I know?        What do I know? 

            What am I being      Do I know the  

What’s the start?  What’s the start?      asked to find/solve?     the total, but  

What’s the change?     What’s the change?         not a partner? 

What’s the result?        What’s the result?     What do I know? 

Greater 

Less
er 

Difference 


